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but at the same time affirmed their allegiance to a monarchy for
which, if their theory meant anything, they had waived one of the
leading democratic principles. This enhanced the importance and
prestige, but also the liabilities of the British Sovereign. The whole
fabric of the Commonwealth seemed to rest on the continuance and
permanence of his house, for it was extremely improbable that the
other free nations would accept a President elected by the British
people or be able without great difficulty to discover a form of
election acceptable to them all. British politicians were warned
that any strain in their own politics which weakened the monarchy
or diminished its prestige would have reactions throughout the whole
Empire ; those who talked lightly of " dealing with Buckingham
Palace " were reminded that they would have an account to settle
not only with the British people but with all the Dominions. And
any occupant of the Throne was reminded, if he needed to be re-
minded, that there were possible questions ahead of him in which
he would have to act not as the spokesmen of others but in his own
capacity, and with all the skill, wisdom and prudence that steering
an even course to the satisfaction of five democratic Governments
might require.
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All this lay in the future. For the moment there were certain
facts which no law or theory could override. By virtue of her
greater population, her responsibility for India and her Colonial
Empire, her central position and preponderant interests, Great Britain
remained the predominant partner in the combination. She might,
and indeed was pledged to consult her partners, but upon her rested
the main responsibility of deciding policy, and to her fell by far
the larger part of the burden of defending the partnership against
foreign attack. The partners argued among themselves whether
they could be neutral in a war waged by Great Britain and yet remain
in the partnership, but it was the unanimous opinion of foreign
Governments that the British Empire could not have it both ways.
It was either a unity or it was not. In the former case its members
could not have the privilege of membership in times of peace and
the luxury of declaring themselves neutral when the unity was at
742